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M pulmoms can contaminate transplantable tumors and cause arthritis in
recipient mice (Barden and Tully, 1969)

Subclinical M pulmoms infection can be exacerbated by known
experimental procedures (e.g., deficiencies of vitamin A or E, administration
of hexamethylphosphoramide, etc.), and probably by many others yet to be
identified (Lmdsey et al., 1986b).

M pulmoms has been a frequent contaminant of rodent cell cultures
(Banle, 1973).

Mycoplasmas have been shown to produce "lymphokme-like" substances
that are mitogemc for B and T lymphocytes in vitro (Proust et al , 1985)

Cilia-Associated Respiratory Bacillus

Significance
Uncertain

Perspective

1980: van Zwieten et al. (1980a) in The Netherlands reported this organ-
ism in a colony of aged laboratory rats with severe munne respiratory
mycoplasmosis (MRM) Morphologically similar organisms had been ob-
served previously in the U.S. in Mystromys albicaudatus with chronic
pulmonary lesions (A. E McKee, Naval Medical Research Institute, Naval
Medical Center, Bethesda, Md , personal communication, 1977), and as an
apparent incidental finding in laboratory rats in Sweden (Afzelius, 1979)

1981\ Mackenzie et al (1981) reported that they found the organism in
wild rats with an MRM-like disease, and in rabbits and a mouse in the
United States.

1985- Ganaway et al. (1985) named the organism the "cilia-associated
respiratory (CAR) bacillus". They also reported success in propagating the
bacillus in embryonated hen's eggs and in experimentally infecting
gnotobiotic rats with the organism to produce severe respiratory disease

1986. Matsushita (1986) and Matsushita et al (1987) reported natural
infections of CAR bacillus in rats in Japan.

Agent

A Gram-negative, argyrophihc, filamentous, rod-shaped bacillus,
measuring approximately 0 2 |im x 6.0 n,m. Presently it is not classified,
but it possibly belongs to the group called gliding bacteria (Ganaway et al,
1985). It has been cultivated in embryonated hen's eggs but has not been